How are plants and animals exposed
to metals in their environment?

Plants and animals can be exposed People CamiVOI‘OUS Bil‘dS and Mammals
to metals in their environment in a (falcon, fOX)
number of ways. These include: A
* ingestion (consumption of food, T Tingestion ingestion T ingestion

water, soil, etc.),
: ;nhala‘;m (fre:th;ng 1;1)’(1 °:h h Herbivorous Birds ~ Grazing Invertebrate-eating Small

tﬁgrsnlgn)con act (absorbed throug and Mammals Insects Marpmals and Birds

(vole, deer, grouse) (robin, shrew)

Exposure through the skin is very A i . . . . )
rare for birds and mammals, Ingestion Ingestion Ingestion
because feathers and fur limit skin 5
contact with chemicals. Breathing in 8 Soil Litter o
metals is also rare, because the B 2]
metals we are examining in this S Plant Shoots, Plant Invertebrates Invertebrates &
study are heavy, and do not easily c Seeds, Berries Roots (earthworms) (arthropods) =
stay in the air. Ingestion of metals il
through food, water and soil does T | T T T
play a big role in exposure, and will uptake uptake _ uptake
be the biggest focus of the ecological
risk assessment work.
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